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Feedback & Comments
For Student Writing

Compliments and suggestions to use
when grading and in writing conferences

Does it seem like you give students the same generic compliments on their writing over and over? Do
you struggle to find kind, supportive ways to suggest improvements? Have you given up on detailed
feedback because it's just too time-consuming to provide?

This document contains hundreds of comment suggestions to help you give meaningful feedback to
students on their writing assignments. You can use these comments to help guide your conversations
during writing workshop and writing conferences. Or, use them in your written feedback at the top of
student work or on sticky notes. These comments can also be used to help describe student writing for
portfolio assessments, progress reports, report cards, or in parent conferences.

This 21 page PDF includes one set of the following for narrative writing assignments AND one slightly
modified set for expository writing assignments:

e General compliment phrases

e General suggestion phrases

e Specific compliments and suggestions on effort and overall writing progress

* Specific compliments and suggestions for each of the 6 traits of writing: Ideas and Content,
Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions

| used the 6 Traits model because it's a simple way to organize the types of feedback. However, you can
use these comments with ANY writing system.

Please note that this document is fully protected by copyright. Each purchase is for a single user license,
which means you may print and reproduce it only for your own personal use. Please purchase additional
licenses if you wish to share the document with your team members, colleagues, or other teachers.

Please do not upload this document or any part of it to your blog, class website, school server, or
anywhere else on the internet, even if you adapt it.

Thank you so much for my respecting the work | put into this product and for cooperating with these
guidelines! You can email me at info@truthforteachers.com if you have any questions or concerns.

© Angela
TruthforTeachers.com
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NARRATIVE WRITING

Feedback on Ideas and Content

Compliments

Suggestions

| loved reading about __.
Brilliant idea to have ___ happen!
| thought it was really interesting the way that you __.

You put a lot of energy into creating interesting characters—
they’re really compelling!

Your choice of setting is really original, and sets your
characters up for some interesting experiences.

Your idea to include ___ was wonderful. It made me excited
to read what would happen next.

You were really thinking hard about this story, and it sho

Your idea about ___is so original.

You should be proud of the amount of time and ene
put into developing your ideas. ‘

your reader.
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ere's a lot of things happening in this story. | think you
could improve it by getting rid of ____ and telling more about

| started losing interest in this part of the story. | think it
would be nice to tighten it up and focus moreon ___.

I think you'd have a stronger story if you switch out your
characters/plot/setting. Would you be willing to change __?

This story sounds very familiar to me/I kept thinking about a
movie/TV show |'ve seen when | was reading your story. | bet
you have some incredible ideas that are totally your own!
What if you left out the part about ___ and used your own
idea about what could happen there?
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EXPOSITORY WRITING

Feedback on Organization

Compliments

Suggestions

I can tell you put a lot of thought into this essay. Nice job!
You were really thinking hard about this essay, and it shows!
This essay was well-organized and easy for me to follow.

As a reader, | appreciated the way you organized your
thoughts so | always understood what was happening.

The beginning of your essay really hooked me. | couldn't
wait to see what you'd write next!

I love how you stated your main points in your introduction.
That made it easy for me to follow along during your essay.

You did a wonderful job with the middle of your essay. Yo
details kept my attention.

You used just the right about of details to sup@
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Can you give an example here to back up your point/
illustrate your explanation?

Remember that you can use transition words to signal to the
reader that you are moving on to the next
step/argument/point.

Try using some different transition words instead of
repeating the same ones. Maybe or would work?

Keep working on your conclusion. You can use it to drive
home your main points and leave the reader with strong
feelings or thoughts about it. What if you ?

©Angela Watson All Rights Reserved TruthforTeachers.com
You may print and reproduce the items the items in this document only for your own personal use.




truth for
teachers

BUT WAIT! THERE'S MORE...

I'm Angela Watson, the creator of this resource. I'm a National Board Certified Teacher with a masters degree in
Curriculum and Instruction, and have 11 years of classroom teaching experience and over a decade of experience as an
instructional coach. | currently work as a Productivity and Mindset Specidlist in the area of educational consulting. In
practical terms, this means | author books, design curriculum, and provide professional development services. Everything |
do is centered on sharing more effective, efficient, and enjoyable ways of teaching and learning!

| founded my website (TruthforTeachers.com) in 2003 to connect with other educators. You can now find thousands of ad-

free articles and resources there from me and our K-12 teacher-writer's collective.

Check out my other resources below:

PODCAST COURSES BOOKS
40 HOUR
IN-PERSON PD CURRICULUM WORKWEEK

Stay in touch and get new resources sent to you automatically via email!
| send a personal, uplifting message every Sunday night to over 95,000 educators.

GET THE FREE WEEKLY EMAIL

truth for
teachers



http://truthforteachers.com/
https://truthforteachers.com/podcast/
https://truthforteachers.com/courses/
https://truthforteachers.com/books/
https://truthforteachers.com/professional-development-speaking/
https://truthforteachers.com/printables/
https://join.40htw.com/
https://www.getdrip.com/forms/224058695/submissions
https://www.youtube.com/@truthforteachers
https://www.pinterest.com/angela_watson/
https://www.facebook.com/TruthForTeachers/
https://twitter.com/angela_watson
https://www.instagram.com/angela.watson/
https://www.tiktok.com/@truthforteachers
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Angela-Watson
https://shop.truthforteachers.com/



